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ONCERNING Wool, and the 
Woollen-Trade, which have, for 
_ ſome Time, been the Subject of po- 
pular Complaint, have lately exer- 
ciſed the Pens and Imaginations of ſeveral, 
and are now the Object of Conſideration in 
Parliament; two Pieces have n ex- 
cited Attention: One intitled, The G 
quences of Trade, &c. by a Draper of f Low 
the other, An Impartial . &c. bu 
Mr. Gee ; each of them ſetting forth a fad 
and lamentable State of the Woollen Manufa- 
tory; and each of them propoſing a Scheme, 
from which great Matters are to be expected, 
even to the enriching of the whole Nation. 
As to the firſt of theſe Writers, the Draper ; 
. confining myſelf to that Part only which re- 
lates to the preſent State of the Woollen Ma- 
nufactory here and in France, the Sum of 
what he ſays, is briefly this, That our 
* Woollen Trade is under a very great De- 


ce cay ——That the Cauſe of it is, = a 
A 2 2 tation 
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« fers his Reaſons, in Proof of ſuch Decay; 
« and, by a Calculation from Mr. London, 
1 ſuppoſes France to have 500,000 Packs of 
our Wool yearly ; by preventing which, 
e the Nation would gain annually no leſs than 
4 42,000,000 J. That the Advantage to 
France over us, by our Wool, is, from their 
e being able to carry their Goods cheaper to 
«© Market than we can. That this, befides 
c another Reafon, from the Nature of their 
«* own Wool (which, he ſays, is worth no- 
thing without ours) is owing to the Low- 
« neſs of their Artificers Wages ; which we 
© cannot reduce (with us fo as to be upon 
« the Par with them; or, if we could, fo 
„ fo far as Wages are lowered here, in Pro- 


A 


2 portion, muſt the Rents of England a- 


«© bate. But that all Endeavours of this 
Kind are unneceſlary, ſeeing that, by keep- 
«© ing our Wool at Home, the foreign Market 
* will be all to ourſelves, and the Price of 
e our Woollen Goods what we pleaſe :” 
And, in order to keep our Wool at Home, 
Mr. Weblber's welt known Scheme, of an uni- 
verſal Regiſtry in Charter, is recommended, 
as moſt effectual, by this Author. 

Mr. Gee, pretty much to the ſame Purpoſe 
with the London Draper, ſays, The Decay 
« of Trade, of our Woollen Manufactory 
« particulary, is a juſt Ground of general 
«© Complaint, owing wholly to the illicit 
"A «© Exporta- 


& tation of Wooll onmanufaQured. Ke of- f 
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* Exportation of Wool Brizi/h and Trih; 
« the Laws to prevent which, hitherto en- 
« acted, have been ineffectual : On the con- 
« trary, hat even within four Years laſt paſt, 
© the Woollen Manufactories of theſe King- 
« doms. have been ſurprizingly upon the 
e Decline—— That the Weſt of England is 
« A {ad Inſtance of it, and moſt = Parts, 
except the North; the Effects of which 
<« are Tenements uninhabited, Farms lying 
« waſte, Lands uncultivated, Abatement of 
« Rents; ; while France is aggrandizing itſelf 
te with immenſe Profits from Britiſb and 
* Triſh Wool; by the Aſſiſtance of which 
e and which only, they are enabled to manu- 

t facture their own, fo as to rival us in our 
* Trade; although, ſuch as it is, they grow 
© 600,000 Packs yearly.” To prevent this 
then, he propoſes a Scheme, as he thinks, 
not only more plauſible and unexceptionable 
than any one hitherto publiſhed, but the only 
one that can effectually anſwer the Purpoſe; 
the Execution of which would be attended, 
according to a Calculation he has given, with 
A —_—_ Gain of 31,095,000 /. which Scheme 
is a Survey, and a Regiſtry regulated in the 
Manner of the Exciſe. Wl 
Tho I am ready to doubt, in ſome Re- 
ſpects, and willing to hope, in others, that 
Things may have been ſomewhat exaggerated 
by theſe two Writers ; as I cannot contradict 
1 ſo I ſhall rather chuſe to reaſon from, 

than 
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than diſpute the Truthgof their Accounts and 
Aula ns, which agree pretty nearly in 


many Things, particularly in the Neceſſi 
of an univerſal Regiſtry ;. only differing —— 


the Method of it; in which Reſped, Mr. 
Gee, 3s, for Reaſons, too obvious to be men- 


tioned, preferable beyond all Compariſon. 


The Laws now in F orce, for preventing 
the Exportation of Wool, of which Mr. Gee | 
has given an Abſtract, ſufficiently, one ſhould. 


think, infer the Expediency of keeping our 


Wool at Home, as well as provide againſt 
its being carried Abroad; notwithſtanding 1 
which, he has accounted for, I won't ſay 


proved the Truth of. his Hypotheſis, of an 


immenſe Quantity (above 450,000 Packs) 
yearly exported, by ſuppoſing that the illicit 


Traders can deal at an Advantage of 1200 per 
Cent.; for that, rather than not have our 


Wool, the Frencb, he ſays, can na to give 


78 l a Pack for it. 
And, if theſe Things are þ; and it be really 
true, that the illicit Exportation of Wool pre- 


vails to ſuch a Degree; and if fewer Millions, 
than either the Draper or Mr. Gee ſpeaks of, 


are to be gain d by preventing the Practice: 
Our Wool, Britiſb and IJriſb is, no doubt, a 
very rich Mine, well worth preſerving and 
working; and, to that End, ought to be 
doubly puarded. For which Purpoſe, the 


Laws already made, having fo far failed, as is 


repreſented, a univerſal Regiſtry, to to be ſure, 
$a 5 WT, | 18 


zs abſolutely neceſſary. The only Difficulty is, 
to hit upon a Method, which ſhall be moſt. 
® practicable, leaſt expenſive and grieyous to the 
bject, and at the ſame Time, efefual. If 
it is not effectual, no End is anſwered —But 
jf it be; the End being obtained, I ſhould have 
but a low Opinion of any one's publick Spirit, 

2 who, in a Caſe of ſuch vaſt Importance to his 
Country, ſhould quarrel with the Means, 
Mr. Webber's Scheme of a Regiſtry in Char- 
ter, allowing, to Offenders, the Poſſibility of 
gaining any Thing like 1 20% per Cent. by their 
Tranſgreſſion, will never keep Perſons ſo in- 
dclined, not Patentees themſelves, within the | 
Bounds of the Law and their Duty; nor can | 
we conceive, according to the Accounts we | 
have, any Regulation, much different from that 

of the Exciſe, ſufficient for the Purpoſe ; neither 

do I ſee any Difference between an Exciſe» 

-Z Man, and another Officer, of publick Appoint- 

XZ ment, except that the former, being ſubject . 

to a Variety of Checks, cannot negle& his 

_F Duty, with the ſame Impunity, that ſome 
others are ſuppoſed to do; which is the very 
Reaſon, why, in this Caſe, above all others, fo | 
4 far as it is practicable and neceſſary, ſomething 
like it ſhould take Place. „ A 
l agree then, with both theſe Writers, for 
the Expediency of a univerſal Regiſtry, and, 
in the main, with Mr. Gee about the Method 
of it; tho” not without differing from him in 
ſome Particulars, Upon the Foot of his 
BP Scheme, 


\ 

« 
3 x5 

4 - 

MR. 
© 


"4 2 8 
* 
275 
* 
e 
La) 
4 ＋ 3 
5 
„ 
iy FS : 
1 
ri 


EF. 4 
1 

852 7 A 

3 s 2 3 WA 

_ ö 
_ q 

OW; 
5 < Ya 


Scheme, I chink it not quite certain, that, by 
Reaſon of his propoſed Regiſtry of Wool, the 


Revenue ariſing from the Duties on Leather, 
Soap, Fc. can be ſpared ; nor, if it could, that 


the Officers now em ployed i in thoſe Duties, 
would be ſufficient for all his Purpoſes ; eſpe- 
cially for attending on the Day or Days of 
ſhearing, in order to take an Account of every 
Perſon's Wool, and its Weight, Sc. The 


Crop of Wool in every 8 is chiefly 


cut within about three Weeks or leſs, from 
the Beginning of the common Shearing-Seaſon 
to the Concluſion of it; which commences 
ſooner or later by a Week or two in different 
Places. And, within the ordinary Diſtrict of 
an Exciſe- Officer, different Perſons are not 
only ſhearing their Sheep on the ſame Day or 
Days, in the ſame Pariſh, but in different and 
diſtant Places and Pariſhes of the ſame 'Di- 
ſtrict. Wool-winding alſo being a Profeſſion, 
wherein one Perſon neceſſarily ſerves many 


Maſters, he cannot attend them all on their 


reſpective Days of ſhearing. So that, in this 
firit Inſtance, what Mr. Gee allots for the Bu- 
ſineſs of a ſingle Officer, would be Work 
for a large Number; and a ſmall Hundred, in 
a graſing Country eſpecially, would, in that 
Particular, employ as many, as there now are 
Exciſe-Men in half a County. On which 
Account, and becauſe it would be but the 
Work of a ſhort Seaſon (all the Wool of the 


Country —_— the Caſe- of fat Sheep ſent 
to 


3-2 


— i 


Landen in * ing) being ſhorn and 
e e within i I Space + about Six 
Weeks at ow molt): I ſhould think a mix d 
Method, between Mr. Webber's Regiſtry and 
that of Surveying wholly by an Exciſe-man, 
or. publick Officer of any other Denomina- 
tion 7 this gi 8 e to either 


. . 
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E | 5 and oO an e in Wang of the 
Number of Fleeces, and the Weight of the 
Wool of every individual Perſon within their 
37 Pariſh, and. he ſuch. Account before a Meet- 
gg of Juſtices, or Commiſſioners of the Land 
Tax, or any other Set of Commiſſioners duly 

= appointed, to aſſemble at convenient Times 
and Places for the Purpoſe; where an Officer 
3 for the Diſtrict ſhould attend alſo, with a 
Copy of the ſeveral Entries made before 
9 Sheating, in order to have the two Accounts 
compared, and to digeſt ſuch the Pariſh Offi- 
er Accounts into a proper Form, and tran- 
ſcribe two fair Cop ies. of the ſame, to be 
1 68 for every Pariſh by the Pariſh Offi- 
1 cer and the Wee reſpectively, io 
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hs whole by the fitting Juſtices or Commit. 
ſioners; one Copy of Which to be returned 
into the Office, the other to be filed up; or 
enter d into a Regiſter, to be kept by the aid 
Juſtices or Commiſſioners, and at Peer Pe- 
riods tranſmitted to the Clerk of the We at 
the Quarter Seſſions. 

By theſe or the like Means a 284 deal be 
Expence might be ſaved, and (as fewer pub- 
lick Officers would mice) ſome Odium a- 
:yoided, without the leaſt danger of fruſtra- 
ting the Deſign of preventing the illieit Ex- 
portation of Wool; for wherever the pr 
Fraud of Swuggling may be chiefly, 
it cannot eaſily be imputed. to the. Farmers, 
for obvious Reaſons, But under a Regulation 
like this, beſides the Im ility of the thing, 
257 would have no tolerable Inducement te 

For as much the greateſt Share of every 
Gee s Wool would unavoidably be brought 
to the publick Account by an eſtabliſhed R Re- 
giſtry, that Man muſt be void of all Senſe 


and Conſideration, who would hazard his 


whole Fortune, by endenvouting to ſecrete 
{for the uncertain. Chance of Saugen A 
Timall Part of his whole Quantity, from which 

at beſt but very little Gain, comparatively, 
could be expected. Mr. Gee then is quite 
right in ſuppoſing a Regiſtry of Wool imme- 
diately from the Grower, managed after the 
ner of the Exciſe, not liable to thoſe 


Frauds which are- pradliſed 3 in ſome Commo- 


dities 


think 


| (1m) 
dities of foreign Growth (although ſubject to 
thoſe Laws); which, if once imported by 
Stealth, may poſſibly be fo clandeſtinely ma- 
Z naged, as never to fall under the Cognizance 
of any Inland Officer. But the Quantity of 
Land which every Grower occupies within a 
Pariſh, the Number of Sheep he keeps, the 
Weight of Wool he cuts, and the Manner 
how he diſpoſes of it, being from Circum- 
ſtances. pretty nearly known in every Neigh- 
bourhood, as Things now are; in the Caſe 
of a Regiſtry, ſuch as has been mentioned, it 
# would be next to impoſſible for any of this 


Claſs of Men to falfify in their firſt Account, 
or be guilty of a ſubſequent Fraud, without 
not only making themſelves ſuſpected, but 
liable to be detected many ways. 
XZ Every Perſon's Number of Sheep then, un- 
der certain Penalties, being before ſhearing 

as Mr. Gee directs) enter d at a publick Of- 
fice, and after ſhearing, and the Wool wound, 
weighed up, &c. by certain Officers of the 
Pariſh, and the Account thereof, thro' the 
'Z Hands of Juſtices or Commiſſioners a ſecond 
time tranſmitted into the ſame Office, it may 
from thenceforward fall under the ſole In- 
1 ion and Management thereof. I would 


only obſerve, that as it has been rightly judg'd 


neceſſary (by Mr. Gee) to ſecure the Fidelity 


of Officers, and the Attention of the Govern- 


1 ment, by a Duty upon Wool; ſo that Duty, 
Whatever it is, inſtead of being levied all at 
B 2 once, 


(120% 


once, ſhould for the ſame Reaſons be pers 
tioned out into ſeveral Times of Payment: 


As I/, upon Sale of the Wool. 24h, upon 
its being er into Yarn. gdly, upon its 
being compleatly manufactured; at which 


time it ſhould receive ſome indelible Mark, 


for the Prevention of Fraud; and laſtly, be 


attended with a Duty or Premium (as ſhould 


be thought moſt convenient) upon Exporta- 
tion to a foreign Market. I conclude it pra- 
cticable to aſcertain the Quantity of Yarn or 


Worſted to be expected from a given Quan- 


tity of Wool; alſo the Quantity of Cloth or 
Stuff which ſuch a Quantity of Yarn or Wor- 
ſted may be expected to produce, according 
to the ſeveral Sorts and Kinds of each; into 
which they are capable of being ranged and 


diſtinguiſhed. It would be neceſſary indeed 
to make Allowances for all poſſible Waſte in 


the Courſe of its being manufactured, by fix d 
Rates and Proportions (according to the beſt 
Judges) as near the Truth as poſſible, yet ra- 
ther in favour of the Dealer than otherwiſe 3 


after which an Ounce of Wool comparatively 


could not be ſecreted, but that it muſt appear 
from the Books of the Offices, ſo as to fix 
the Blame and a Puniſhment accordingly ups 


on the negligent or guilty Party. 
Thus coming to the Knowledge, I, of N 
the Stock of Wool in hand ; 24h), of the year- 


ly Increaſe of it; zaly, of the Quantity of it 
1814 Year manu —— and 4tbly, of the 


Quantity 


| „„ 
Quantity of that Manufacture exported, we 
might learn to know the true State of our 
Caſe in regard to Wool and the Woollen | 
Trade, without being liable to the Impoſitions 
of Craft and Clamour; the Wool- grower and 
Manufacturer both would have fair Play, and 
the Merchant or Factor % fur no juſt Cauſe 
of Complaint. The Price of Wool in this 
Caſe would not only riſe and fall, as the 
Quantity of Wool grown ſhould be in pro- 
portion to the Quantity wanted to be manu- 
factured; and the Price of Labour to the Ar- 
tificer, in proportion as the Quantity manu- 
factured ſhould be to that of woollen Goods 
exported and conſumed; but the People be- 
ing by this means let into the true Cauſe, 
XZ whatever it was; whenever Things happen d 
worſe than they wiſh'd, would not only learn 
where to look for a Remedy, but till it could 
be had, to expect it with Patience. 
Ihe Number of Sheep kept in theſe Iſlands, 
 X conſequently the Quantity of Wool grown, is 
ſaid to vary greatly, according to Seaſons. 'The 
determinate Number of Sheep and Quantity 
of Wool; upon: an Average I find is wholly 


cConjectural; which are good Reaſons for a 
2X Regiſtry, as well to prevent the illicit Expor- 
tation of Wool, as in, order to aſcertain the 
Truth of thoſe Accounts upon which preſent 
Complaints are grounded, and of thoſe Cal. 


: 1 culations, by which we are made to have 
Hopes of % many Millions to be gained. In 
= ſhort, 


Fl 5 (14) 
il ſhort, in every-View a Regiſtry is convenient 
at leaſt; unleſs/ it can be laid, that neither 
France, nor any other Foreigners do get an 
conſiderable tity of our Wool, or that it 
isno Hort to e in which latter 
Caſe (Which is far from being my Opinion) 
the Laws againſt exporting it ſhould be re- 
8 that every Grower might alike make 
Advantage of it. 


But our Wool for Cloathing is ſaid to be, b 
to all the World, as much a Neceſſary of Life 
as any thing elſe; which is true in a good mea- | 

fare; it is allo ſaid to be more peculiarly the 
Growth of our Country than any other thing; 
which I believe is very true. And the Riches 
of -a Nation: ( containing no Gold or Silver 
Mines) ariſing out of the Labours of the Peo- 
le, and from the Exportation of what their 
3 — produces; theſe are undoubted Rea- 
ſons why we ſhould, if poſlible, manufacture 
all the Wool we We grow. 
The Draper ſays, If we are wiſe enough 
* to manufacture our own. Wool at Home, 
er ye muſt have the ſerving all the World 
with that kind of Woollen Goods ; we'may 
< have the Market to ourſelves, and fix our 
% own Prices upon the Goods we carry to 
« it.“ Mr. Gee, © If the clandeſtine Run- 
N n nage of our Wool be e as no Fo- 
1 e reigners can manufacture to Advantage 
without it, we may fix our Goods at what 
3 Rate we pleaſe, and diſpoſe of _ at 
* what- 
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<« whatever Rates we think. roper to fix 
„them; and botb ſpeak of the Advance of 
Mobl to the Grower, to double its preſent Va- 
lue, at leaſt, as certain neceſfary Conſe- 
* of their Meaſures taking Place. 

if the clandeſtine rtation of 
Won is effectually ſtopped; as certainly it 
ought to be, no doubt, but, after a Time, | 
dur Markets would mend Abroad; there 
would be a greater: Demand, at a better Price. 


The Merchant would have a quicker Return, 
and probably à larger Profit; and the poor 
labouring Manufacturer con ſtant Work at 
2 leaft, if not higher Wages.— But, whether 


our foreign Demands would ſo far grow upon 


1 us, and our Prices advance fo high, to make 
= the Gain to the Nation ſo very. Ronfidertbly 


great, as has been computed, is what I am 


4 not {kilfulienough to ken; only I diſtruſt; 
in that Caſe, the promiſed Gain to the Grower, 


y the advanced Price of his Wool; am rather 
apprehenſive, | if no particular Proviſion 18 


I made for theit Relief ( 1 only argue from the 
Deraper's and Mr. Gees own Aſſertions and 
1 Caleulations, the Conſequence of which, T ſup- 


them not to have perceived) that Wool, 


inſtead of riſing to double its Price, may fink 

to half the preſent Value of it. If this ſhall 

I ſeem a Paradox, I muſt beg my Reader's 8 Fa- 
q F | Lence, till he has heard me out. | 


"If the illicit Exportation of: Wool ails 
ls far as my Authors have Nene, I = make 


no 


R 


_— Ne 


* 2 N * — 
EEC nor AY ER woo ER Arts. 


# 


Nera — _ 
Wenn 


2 — — — N 
—— r 
N * 2 


e 
i B OR , 
- r NX. vas] oe Ie — 15 1 
* * ä ——— —— — ũ — 4 — Se L 
R 2 — — » - ” 
mn = . 
—U U — III hee WR gy ny a 


ſhonld be brought 


would be juſt." much out 
Pocket, 3 y, no other than an ad- 
ditional Land-Tax; which, computing it, 

_ according to Mr. Gee, at 7 59,000 U. could not 
3 * les to ſome graving Countries than e 
8 Our 


1" 


no doubt of. out having Merchant Adven- 
turers, ha, Way, In this Kingdom, as well 
as in Seland; Waden the Neceſſity of a Re- 
giſtry here ſtands upon that - Suppoſition ; in 
which Caſe; tho the Eugliſh Em er has mo. 
Hand in the Male- practice, yet low as the 
preſent Price of Wool is, conſidering there is 
ſuch à Practice (if indeed there be) it is better 
for him that it ſhould be in England as well 
4 Ireland, than that it | ſhould. be, to the 


ame Degree, in Treland ane 


But 5 the Wool 'of England and w 5 
under the Regulation pro- 
poſed, without ſubjecting Scotland, tlie Iſlands 
of Guernſey, Ferſey, &c. and particularly Je- 
land, to Laws equivalent, I might have faid, 
to the ſame Laut: | 20'be executed in the fame 


exact Manner, Wool would go abroad 
but ſo much the. more, to the ſapplying Fo- 


ages, in as ample Manner as, erhaps, at 
preſent they are ſapplied.; and the State of 
gur Woollen Trade would then be in no bet- 2 
ter Condition than it is n Our Wool, to a9 
the Grower, would fall in its Price, in Pro: _ 
ion, as Smugglin ſhould: be, exented: 

— nd e . and the Tax upon 
it, under the Notion of its being made dearer, 
© of the Grower's 
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four Shillings per Pound. For tho' it ſhould 


not be pad, but by the Buyer, yet, as he 
would conſider himſelf for it, in the Price 
he ſhould give for the Wool, it would, in ef- 
fect, be a Tax upon the Grower, and, in con- 
ſequence upon' mee of that Land, Ow 

75 further, fools not only England and 


A Wales but Scotland, Treland, &c. put under 


the ſame Regulation, as to Wool, and, to 
prevent any Hardſhip to Ireland, and in order 


0 do Juſtice to England, the Lid Wool to 
be imported hither, (as Mr. Ger adviſes, and 


without doing which, it may reaſonably be 
imagined that all our other Care will be inef- 


fectual) the Conſequence will be, that we 
ſhall have, at leaſt, 1,006,000 Packs of Wool 


to be yearly manufactured; however, 500,000 


Packs more than we domanufacture, of which 
we are to make an Advantage (according to 
Mr. Gee) of 3 1, 95, ooo J. according the Dra- 
Per 42,000,000 ; the Growers Share of which, 

the latter fays will be 12,000,000 ; the for 
mer, 4,500,000 /. But muſt not this latter 


Part of the Account be thus underſtood at 


3 leaſt? V we have Hands to manufacture ſo 
8 W. 4 Quantity as 1,000,600 Packs of 


and is not © cher a proper 8 of 
y 2 
e to an Eſtimate given by the 


8 Draper, three Packs of Wool will employ 
9 _ near '600 Perſons a Week; and from 


"Wo | | ſome 


- 
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fome little Information I have received touch- 


o 


ing the ſingle Article of Spinning, (all Things 
being conſidered, v/z. the different Age, Sex 


and Capacity of the Perſons 6 employed, 


that they are not alike expert and diligent)'I 


believe he might have ſaid full 600 ; and, for 
the Sake of an even Number, I chuſe to com- 
pute ſo. Now, Feaſts, Feſtivals, Fairs and 
Markets, Harveſt, with the Contingencies of 
Sickneſs and hard Froſts, being taken into the 
Account, it- may be reckoned, that the Ma- 
nufacturers, upon an Avarage, don't perform 
more than forty Weeks Work in the whole 
Year. ': Conſequently accounting 600 Perſons 


to work up 120 Packs in a Year, which is 


after the Rate of five Perſons to a Pack, 
5,000;000 Perſons are requiſite to work up 


* 


1,000,000 in a Vea; and the Queſtion is, 
whether we can furniſh ſo many Hands for 
that particular Branch of Buſineſs. e 
The Draper ſuppoſes 13 or 14, ooo, oo 

to be more than the whole Number of our 
Inhabitants ; I preſume he means in Great 
Britain. Mr. Gee, from Sir William Petty, 
reckons about 10, ooo, ooo in England and 
Wales. Imagine then 20,000,000 Souls in. 


Great Britain and Ireland, Nay, ſay 


uire 


25,009,000; admitting it 
2 by 


5,009,000 to manufacture 1,000,000 


of Wool; and that we grow that Quantity; 
let any one conſider with himſelf, how many 
of theſe are of Non-age and 2 5 

f ho 
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Tin, Iron, Lead, &c. and beſides the two 


great ones, of Linen in Ireland and Scotland, 
and of Silk in England, how many or her 


Manufafories, Trades, Employments, Bu- 
ſinefles, Profeſſions, &c. there are among us, 


to Society, and to theſe Kingdoms; and fee, 


if one fifth Part of the whole Number can 


_ poſſibly be ſet apart for the manufacturing of 


Wool. I think not; and am ſorry for it. — 
Nay, I think I might fay, that a tenth Part 
of the People cannot be ſpared for that 


NF 
_——:. "_— 3 
1 Y 
_— 4 , 
n : 
CIS, * 
T 7 


But what of all that, (perhaps it will be 


eic)? Why, the Conſequence, I apprehend, 


would be, however well it might fare in that 
Caſe with the Manufacturer and the Mer- 
chant, the Vool-Grouer muſt have a very 


bad Time of it; to whom the Advantage 
27 propoſed is, at beſt, but reyefſionary, 1. e. 


* when our unwrought Wool, that has been 
<* Exported, is wrought up and conſumed.” 


So that the Exportation of Wool being ſtop- 
7 ped, as propoſed, before the Advantage ex- 


pected- can take Place, we muſt have, in 


: 7 England, a very great Stock of u. 20 


han 
to be produced yearly, more than Lan be 
manufactured; and the Market will be fo 


After which, imagining but 200 Packs 


C-2 W 


how many of Rank and Condition above all 
Buſineſs, retaining many Servants ; let any 
one conſider with himſelf, our Mines of Coal, 


and in how great Numbers, equally neceſſary 


| 


the Buyer 


of Iriſb 


1 


conſtantly over- ſtocked, that, however well. tþ b | 


the Manufacturer may diſpoſe of his ( 
he may certainly fix the Price of Wool: hk 
in a manner, as he pleaſes, and buy 
the Price he fixes; and the gaudy, Proſpect 
of thirty Shillings a Tod for it, may end in 
ſix, ſeven, or eignt. 


Strange as this may Sem hard n | 
be, I can eaſily imagine three Perſons equally 


neceſſitous, with equal Quantities of Wool to 
ſell, and their only poſſible Chapmen having 
Occaſion to N no more than #wo birds 
of the whole. The Buyers in that . Caſe, 
knowing their own Strength, and the Sellers 
Weakneſs, 
Trade, take the Advantage accordin — the 
Conſequence is, that one cannot ſe 

Price; the other two, only," at what Price 
dleaſes. 

Thus, if the Premiſes of my Authors are 
true, and I have reaſoned right from them, the 
Conclufion would- be, from the Introduction 
Woch s great a Number of worthy 
Perſons equllly diſtreſſed in their Circum- 
ſtances, as thoſe who are now petitioning 
to Parliament for Relief. Such, according 
to the London Draper and Mr. Gee, is the 
Dilemma we are under, ſeemingly, with Re- 
gard to our Wool, that, by avoiding ↄne 
Evil, we are in Danger of another, equally 
grievous ; that we cannot ſufficiently feed the 
FRG, — at the ſame Time 

ſtarving 


it at 


as 1s natural in the Courſe of 


oc 


Hy „ 

x 2 the Grower, and this, for want of: 
Za competent Number of Hands. to work up 
I 2 the Wool of Great Britain and Ireland. 
But, if they won't abide by their own Com- 
Fputations, and think to mend the Bill, by 
1 ſaying that the Number of Souls, in chile | 
Kingdoms, is greater than they have men- 
tioned; I anſwer, (that as one of the Methods 
they have both taken for calculating the Quan 
tity of Wool grown, has been from the 
Number of Sheep ſlaughtered, and their Me- 
4 Thod of computing ſuch Slaughter, from the 
ſcomputed Number of People) ſo much as 
| Th ſhall fee Cauſe to increaſes the Number: 
3 pf People beyond their firſt Eſtimate, (by 
Their own Rule) / much will the computed 


7 umber of Sheep, and Quantity of Wool, 
I in courſe, be increaſed ; and Argument 


aas to the Danger of wanting Hands to work 
up ll the Britiſh, with the greateſt Part of 
be Iriſh Wool, will till retain its Force. 
1 Nor will it be enough to ſay, that ths 
Flow of Trade thus confined to Great Bris 
3 ain, will make a Reſort of People for Em- 
4 "RT and Maintenance; for though it 
1 py do it by degrees and in time, it would 
| 3 4 pot ſufficiently and ſoon enough without the. 
d of Parliament in the mean white) for the 
b Preſent, or perhaps for ſome ſucceeding Ge- 
nerations of Wool- growers; and the Senſe of 
4 tne certain Evil muſt needs EW a Peo- 
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complained of, for the fake of the Manufa- 


(ian) 


ple far beyond the Expectation of uncertain 


uture Good. , 


| - Beſides then barely contriving a Scheme for 


regiſtring Wool, in order to confine it at 
Home, for the ſake of employing all the idle 
indigent Hands in theſe — — 3 it ſeeths 

| ation, in or- Z I 
der to keep up the Rents of England, by ma- 
king our Wool go at a tolerable Price, how 
to diſpoſe of the Surpluſage of it, for the Be- 
nefit of the Farmer and the Land-owner , and 


their Dependants. One way would be, and 7 


perhaps the beſt, to deſtroy it. But this, be- 3 
ſides that it would be attended with other 


Difficulties, cannot be done without a Fung 
for that Purpoſe, which Mr. Gee's 1, 12 5, 00 J. 


(to be gained by the Exchange of Duties ) 
would not be equal to. The illicit Exporta- 
tion of 500,000 Packs of Wool. (if that Re- 
port is to be credited) is an Evil juſtly to be 


cturer, if for no other Reaſon. The keeping 
of it all at Home (without deſtroying Pare) i 


ſeems to be another, which we have equal! 
reaſon to be afraid of, on account of the 


Grower, &c. Theſe then being two Extremes 
equally bad, ſome proper Medium muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be preferable to either of them. A ** 
Tax for — the whole Quantity of 
Wool, which, according to Accounts given 


us, we cannot hope to work up, even tho 
we could vend and conſume it, would, I ap- = 


prehend, 


. O_ — ws. 3. .4 


1 dr a larger Profit than that comes to. But 
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drehend, require a greater Fund than we 
Keould conveniently raiſe. And yet Smuggling 
is a Practice in no caſe to be connived at; it 
: has it ſeems been particularly fruitful of Miſ- 
3 Fbief in this; and the icular Miſchief of 
3 It has been, chat it hat prevailed to ſuch (I 
4 ad almoſt faid) an incredible degree, but. 
that I conſider the Temptation alledged to 
ſupport the Belief of it, viz. a Poſſibility to 
the unfair Trader of dealing at an EE 
pf 1200 per Cent. 

But becauſe 500, ooo Packs of Wool ſmug- 
9 £ led into France, in Exchange for Wine, 
Prandies, &c. run into the Nation (Duty free) 
1 Save, as it needs muſt, proved vaſtly perni- 
bious; does it therefore follow, that a leſs 
"Quantity, - ſe 100, or 150,000 Packs 
9 Fairly exported to foreign | Parts at a high. 
Þ 1 uty, would be equally pernicious, or indeed 
t all ſo? Could they make the ſame Quan: 
i $ of Goods — a leſs Quantity of our 
Wool as they do with a greater? Could they 
9 ring them as cheap to Market, when they 
7 _ pay a higher Price for their Engliſu 


Ind i Wool, as now when they get it 2 a 


er £ For tho' it is ſaid that the French can 


1 f ford to give 78 J. a Pack for it, I preſume 


is not imagined that they do give altoge- 
"Wer fo much; altho' the ſucceſsful Smuggler, 
y taking and running Goods in Exchange 

dr Wool, may upon the whole reap as —— 


what 


What the Wage e or e Iriſh 1 gains by 
running French Goods, is nothing out of the | 1 
Pockets of France, as a Duty would be; 
which would alter the Caſe very much, © 4 
as to give them no ſuch Advantage over us in 
our foreign Markets, as is now complained i 
of. And might not the Diſadvantages we 
ſhould be thought to ſuſtain; if any at all (on a 
thoſe Terms) in our foreign Trade, by ſufter- 7 
ing a limited Quantity only to go Abroad, a 
Quantity ſmall in compariſon of what they | © 
are now ſaid to have, be fully-compenſated, 
by eafing the Land Tax, by taking off the Du- 
ties from Leather, Soap, Ge. and — 1 3 K 
the Officers of thoſe Duties, ſo far as wanted, Y 
in the woollen Regiſtry, inſtead of creating 
new ones? Which Regiſtry, apon theſe C. 
ditions, altho' it ſhould be managed in tl 
manner of the Exciſe, would not multiply 
. publick Officers; nor would it be extending 1 

the Excije-Laws; but only transferring them 
_ from Dealers in one Kind to Dealers in a . f 

ther. As J pretend not to the Talents, ſo 1 da 
am not fond of the Title of a Projector, nor 
deſirous of appearing under that Character. | 3 
But ſuppoſing, upon an Avarage, 300,000 
Packs'of Wool to grow in Great Britain and 
Trelana, more than 2 are * en * 
to work e 5 
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7 b | 50,000 3 ee at the | 
zh Duty of 40 /. 8 Pack, 6,900, 000 0 
ould raiſe the Sum of ww 


| 1 50,0 O00 Packs n at the nord 
Price of 10 J. per Pack, would 1, 500,000 /, 
amount to the Sn of 15 


3 £ The dies in which Caſe 
I 1 rould be a Revenue to the 45 $00, A 
3 ublick worth * 


| B 


us by the Draper, and from which. Mr. Gee 
41 E Ki not much, there would yet be 200,000 


4 + acks more to be wrought up (and that 


chiefly in England) than at preſent we do 
4 work; which would be Employment for 


f $7,000,000 Perſons here more than are at pre- 


; 2 ent employ d that way. And ſuch an addi- 
Tien Revenue ſo brought into the Kingdom, 
and applied in the beſt manner, and ſo ma- 
Jy Perſons employ'd more than uſual, muſt 
3 Ynecefaril change the Face of Affairs very 
much, a turn the Balance of Trade greatly 
2 our Fayour. The two great Points in 
view, as T take it, would by this means be 
7 probably ſecured, v/z. the Employment of 
dur vacant Hands, and the Conſum ption of 
4 our Wool; I may fay, certainly, if my Au- 
F D thorities 


| © 
L 1 
ye" 


en, according to the S given 


— — —— — ws — — 


thorities are 8 But IE or no Great | 
Britain and Ireland do indeed produce ſuch 
a2 Quantity of Wool yearly as 1, 00, 0 Þ 
Packs, at the ſame time that the Number of Ax 
Perſons in theſe Kingdoms is not greater than 1 | 
has been ſuppoſed ; and whether ſo much as 
500,000, of theſe Packs yearly are at vreſere 4 = 
exported to foreign Markets? theſe are Points 
(I defire to be ſo underſtood) which I pretend YZ 
not to determine the Truth of, having only 
argued from, and built upon them, as if they 
were as true as _ have been confidently | q | 
aſſerted. 1 
I may obſerve farther, that France it ſeems, 
before the War of King William and Queen 
Anne, did take ſome of our woollen Goods, | 4 11 
and conſequently (it may be preſumed): fince, 7 
till ſuch time as they found means to get o 
much of our Wool, as to be able to make 4 
the ſame at Home. But are we ſure it would 
be the Caſe again, ſhould the French he to- 4 7] | 
tally deprived of our Wool? Lam afraid not. 
France (it is ſaid) grows 600;000 Packs of | 1 | 
Wool yearly ; which, the Draper fays, „ „%s 
« worth nothing at all without outs. Mr. 
Gee, © that without a Mixture of ours! _> 
cannot manufacture to any Advantage, 7. . 
e ſo as to rival us in our foreign Trade for 
e woollen Goods manufactured. A 4 
ſtion firſt ariſes then upon the Suppoſition f 
their manufacturing 7,100,000: "__ of | 
ool 
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1 Wool yearly (vix. 600,000 of  theit own 
with 500,000-of ours) how: much of the 
: | whole they ſend to foreign Markets? which 
3 1 is not very eaſily anſwered. 

Only this, I think, is to be expected; that 


if France is once deprivedygotally. of our 
Z | Wool, She: will nevertheleſs manufacture all 
5 9 her own in thg beſt manner of which it is 
=> gy capable; and when that is done, oblige her 
2 to wear their own woollen Goods, | 
and thoſe of no other Country, eſpecially 
none of Britiſh or Iriſh Manufacture. And 
beſides that by Contrivance and upon Þ Neceſ- 
Ys; one thithy may be ſubſtituted and made 
1 to ſerve in the place of another, it is well 
known that in France the Government is ſo 
e that whatever Laws in Policy or 
Reſentment are there thowdght fit to be en- 
acted, the ſame may be enforced effectually. 
| So that if France at preſent does not export 
woollen Goods in proportion to the Wool 
D 2-1 and 1r:/þ imported thither, the Con- 
q { ſumption of our Wool (if that ſhould happen 
to be the Caſe) would be juſt ſo much leſs, 
155 how much their Cloth, Cc. exported 
comes ſhort. of our Wool now imported by 
them. 
. Or, if (as the Draper has afſerted) the 
Wool of France is abſolutel y worth Nothing 
| without ours, and yet, when mixed with 
| ours, tho' in a Proportion of three Parts 
D 2 French 
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French to one Britiſh or Iriſh, will make 


Cloth, ſo as to rival that made of Britiſb 


Wool alone, or Britiſb and Iriſb only, the 3 


Conſequence would be, that, if our Wool 
could not find its Way into France,” French 
Wool would find its Way hither, to the 


pulling down and keeping lo the Price off 


Britiſh and Iriſh Wool. Now, tho' it was 
to be fold back to France in Cloth; whoever 
might be enriched by it, would it amend the 


| Matter to the Grower of Wool here, admit- 


ting, what is here ſuppoſed, the Want of a 
competent Number of Hands to work up all, 
French, Britiſh, and Iriſh too y 

But, as it cannot probably be the Caſe, that 
French Wool is worth Nothing without ours, 
and yet /o u/eful with it, we may rather ſup- 
poſe (that ſorry « as it is) it will, by its 
telf, make a Cloathing, though meaner and 


"coarſer; and that the greater the Allay of 
French Wool is, when mixed with ours, the 
more is the Labour, and the worſe the Com- 


modity ; conſequently, the leſs the Allay, 


the leſs Labour, and the better Goods. Hence 


T argue, That becauſe with a lefs Quantity 


of Wool, Britiſb or Iriſh, the French: muſt .H 
cither en the Quantity, or ler the u- 
lity of thoſe Goods, with which they are 


now ſaid to rival us in foreign Markes ; in 


the one Caſe, the Damage to us would be 
proportionably leſs, upon the Foot of what! 
F have 


0 i..3 MS ts os kc > rH 
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bave mention'd, as 150 is to 500; in the other 


probably, none at all; and, in the firſt, even 


that ſmall Proportion of Damage would, not 
improbably, be made up to us, by the Con- 
ſumption the French themſelves ſhould make 
of our Wool, in their own way of Wearing; 
ich, if not mixed with their own and 
= wrought up by themſelves, perhaps they 
might not be permitted to wear in any 
Shape. 


But, laſt of all * this my Way of think- 


ing was altogether erroneous, and not only 
the Succeſs of our Woolley Trade but the 
Price of o Wool depend 
not permitting any Part of it to go abroad 
unmanufactured, great Streſs, I find, has been 


entirely upon our 


laid upon the flouriſhing State of that Manu- 


factory, during King Valliam and Queen 
Annes Wars, when the Generation of 
* Smugglers had no Opportunities of export» 
* ing Wool to France.” This is offered, not 
Zonly. as a demonſtrative Proof of a Return of 
the fame. Advantages, to the Manufacturer 
and the Merchant, under the ſame Circum- 
ſtances, but to the Grower alſo; Now, with 
X Regard to this very high Price of Wool, ſo 
2X much talked of in one Part of King William's 
Reign, I have heard it accounted for, from 
Xa Concurrence of Circumſtances, of another 
Nature. A grievous Rot in reland, about that 
Time, had almoſt deſtroyed the whole Spe- 


cies 
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cics of Sheep in that Nies den; ; which, added 
to 5 bad Stats of the Coin about the ſame 


Time, and the Apprehenſions of its being 
called in, (as accordingly: it was) was a ſ 
it; and though 
the latter was tranſient in its Nature, and 


double Reaſon for advancing 


extended alike to other Things, the former 

was of longer Duration, and could not ceaſe, Wl 
but by. Degrees, and thoſe flower; on Ac- 4 
count of the Advantages which our Woollen 
Trade confeſſediy received from the War it- 
ſelf; which, however propitious it might 
prove to the Manufactory, WooLL neverthe- 


lefs fell a Price conſiderably before the Con- 
clufion of it; and for three or four Years be- 


fore the Peace, (I ſpeak it of my own Re- 8 
membrance). tho not altogether ſo low, as 


at preſent, yet was it, as then Conia, 


very” low. 5 Tt was aach a falling Commo- 7 | 


he nary ad, at the: Time of the Me 
Peace, the Wool of feral; Years by them, 


reſerved till that Event ſhould happen, in 
Expectation of its being advanced by Means 
thereof. Which I only mention to ſhew it 
probable, that (whatever other Advantages 
are deducible from thence) keeping our Wool 
at Home, is not (of itſelf) a conſtant, certain, 
late Cauſe of raifing the Price of it to the 3 
Grower; and yet being (as hath been well 
obſerved) more feculiarly the Growth of our i 
Country, 


Con entry, than a 
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lit is of great Con TO "and, next to the 
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